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Thomas Hobbes famously described the state as “that great LEVIATHAN, or rather, to speak more reverently, ... that mortal god to which we owe, under the immortal God, our peace and defence.”  The purpose of this conference is to bring together contrasting views of this impressive being in order to achieve a deeper understanding of its nature, its value, and its moral status.  In particular, we will be discussing its proper definition, whether it can be justified as a morally legitimate institution, and whether it is necessary for public order.

The Wisconsin Center for the Study of Liberal Democracy is located on the University of Wisconsin-Madison campus.  The missions of the Center are to promote critical understanding and appreciation of the cardinal principles and institutions of liberal democracy, and to advance intellectual diversity on campus by the presentation of all relevant viewpoints pertaining to liberal democracy.  For more information, please contact Professor Lester Hunt of the Philosophy Department, UW-Madison at lhhunt@wisc.edu or Professor Donald Downs of the Political Science Department, UW-Madison at dadowns@wisc.edu.

                Conference Schedule

Welcome and Introduction   8:45 a.m.

Session I  9:00-11:30 a.m.

The Definition of the State

Dr. Chandran Kukathas

How to Define the State?

Dr. Christopher Morris

Moderator

Dr. Daniel M. Hausman

Lunch       11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Session II:  12:30-3:00 p.m.

A Humean Defense of the State

Dr. Russell Hardin

How Not to Justify the State

Dr. Lester Hunt

Moderator

Dr. Howard Schweber

Session III:  3:30-6:00 p.m.

Stateless Societies:  Are Modern Ones Possible?

Dr. David D. Friedman

Imagine There’s No Country

Dr. Mathias Risse

Moderator

Dr. Harry Brighouse

There is no charge for the conference.  However, we do request that you register simply by e-mailing Deborah Hunt at dkhunt@charter.net.  For questions, feel free to e-mail Deborah or call her at 608-835-3525.

Convenient parking is located beneath the Fluno Center and costs $8 per day; call 877-77-FLUNO for questions.  Parking is also located at the Lake Street Ramp at 415 N. Lake St. (on the corner of Lake St. and University Ave.) and the Frances Street Ramp at 400 N. Frances St. (at the corner of Frances St. and University Ave.).

Conference Speakers

Harry Brighouse (Professor of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin) has interests in the theoretical foundations of liberalism and the aims of education.  He has written Justice (Polity, 2004) and On Education (Routledge, 2005). 

David D. Friedman (Professor of Law, Santa Clara University) specializes in law and economics.  He is the author of Law’s Order:  An Economic Account (Princeton University Press, 2000). He was previously the John M. Olin Faculty Fellow at the University of Chicago Law School. 

Russell Hardin (Professor of Politics, New York University) does research in rational choice, morality behind the law, and moral and political philosophy. He is the author of Indeterminancy and Society (Princeton University Press, 2003).


Daniel M. Hausman (Professor of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin) focuses on ethical, epistemological, and foundational issues at the boundaries between economics and philosophy. He is the author of Economic Analysis, Moral Philosophy and Public Policy (with Michael S. McPherson, Cambridge, 2006)

.

Lester H. Hunt (Professor of Philosophy, University of Wisconsin) is Co-Director of the Wisconsin Center for Liberal Democracy. His areas of research are moral, political, and legal philosophy.  He is the author of Character and Culture (Rowman and Littlefield, 1997). 

Chandran Kukathas (Professor of Government, London School of Economics and Political Science) specializes in contemporary liberal political thought and concepts in political theory. He is the author of The Liberal Archipelago: A Theory of Diversity and Freedom (Oxford Political Theory, 2007). 

Christopher W. Morris (Professor of Philosophy, University of Maryland) is the author of An Essay on the Modern State (Cambridge University Press, 1998).  His interests are in moral and political philosophy, applied ethics, legal theory, and the theory of practical rationality.

Mathias Risse (Associate Professor of Public Policy and Philosophy, Harvard University John F. Kennedy School of Government) works mostly in social and political philosophy and in ethics. He is writing a book tentatively called The Grounds of Justice: An Essay on Global Political Philosophy.

Howard Schweber (Assistant Professor of Political Science, University of Wisconsin) is concerned with constitutional law, law and political theory, and the philosophy and politics of public policy debates.  He is the author of The Language of Liberal Constitutionalism (Cambridge 2007)

