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Values don't act like precise numbers. If they did, then whenever two things
were tied in value, even the slightest sweetening of one would be enough to
break the tie. And yet some ties appear to be "insensitive to mild
sweetening." In response to this problem, Derek Parfit and Ruth Chang
insist that values must be imprecise. | argue that the appeal to imprecision is
both insufficient and unnecessary. The fundamental problem with using
numbers is not that they are precise, but that they are one-dimensional. To
press this point, | develop a model of sweetening that represents a thing's
value as a precise multidimensional vector; intuitively, a "value" is just the
complete story of how good or bad something is in every relevant
dimension. The result is a fresh and flexible approach to value theory—as
well as an elegant definition of parity (the kind of “tie" that can be
insensitive to sweetening).
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